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Feed The Children Board Names New Board Member; Approves Governance Reforms

Oklahoma City, OK (March 18, 2010) -The board of directors of Feed The Children announced today that it took the following actions at its annual meeting: 

· Re-elected Rick England to another term as a director and chairman of the organization. 

· Elected Greg Yeilding to the board of directors as a successor to the seat previously held by Feed the Children’s founder and former president Larry Jones.  Mr. Jones’ term as a Board Member expired December 31, 2009.  He was not re-nominated. Mr. Yeilding is Senior Director, Global Document Services for The Hertz Corp. His tenure with Hertz spans 35 years. Mr. Yeilding lives in Bethany, OK, where he and his wife operate a home-based company that helps church organizations with accounting services.  

· Voted to strengthen Feed The Children’s existing conflict-of-interest policies to ensure it continues to be in full compliance with the Internal Revenue Service and nonprofit governance best practices. 

· In his annual report to the board, interim President Travis Arnold reviewed Feed The Children’s operations for 2009 and highlighted upcoming events in 2010. Among the highlights: In 2009, Feed The Children participated in its largest toy distribution ever, when it delivered nearly 27,000 toys in Peru. For 2010, Arnold also highlighted FTC’s Americans Feeding Americans program, in which food and personal care items will be delivered to more than 160,000 families in 42 cities during the next nine months. 

FTC Chairman Rick England said the organization is moving forward with energy and enthusiasm.

“We are delighted that someone of Greg’s caliber has agreed to donate his time and join our board at this important time in our evolution,’’ England said.  “Under Larry Jones’ leadership, Feed The Children did a great deal of good work for humanity. We were all disappointed when certain events of the past few years came to light, forcing the board to remove him.  Fortunately, the current leadership of this organization is strong and the fine work of Feed The Children has continued unfettered.  We are all committed to continuing on with and expanding our mission of helping people throughout the world.’’ 

Feed The Children’s board fired Larry Jones as president of the charity last November, amid allegations of widespread improprieties by Mr. Jones. 

In the wake of Mr. Jones’ departure, the board has continued to strengthen internal controls to conform to the strongest guidelines for charitable entities.

“We want all of our donors and partners to understand that we are committed to operating to the highest standards and ethics for nonprofit organizations and that we intend to take steps to recover any misappropriated funds,’’ Mr. England said. 

About Feed The Children 

Founded in 1979, Feed The Children is consistently ranked as one of the 10 largest international charities in the U.S., based on private, non-government support. Feed The Children is a Christian, international, nonprofit relief organization with headquarters in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, that delivers food, medicine, clothing and other necessities to individuals, children and families who lack these essentials due to famine, war, poverty or natural disasters. Since its founding, the organization has reached out to help those in need in the US and in 119 countries around the globe. For more information, please visit www.feedthechildren.org
